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ABSTRACT 
Statement of the Problem 
This research investigated in part, whether students attending Lodi High School and 
River Valley Middle School, both southern Wisconsin schools, have an interest in participating 
in the creation of a literary magazine. Additionally, if by implementing a literary magazine in 
these schools, where none previously or currently exists, whether or not school community 
culture will be promoted or enhanced.  
 
Methods and Procedures 
This study was conducted over an eighteen week period in which the first nine weeks’ 
focus was centered on a local high school, and a consecutive nine week period on participants 
from a local middle school. To commence the study, an interest survey was initiated including 
approximately six hundred students in which half were high school students encompassing a 
sampling from grades nine through twelve and the other half were middle school students grades 
sixth through eighth.  Due to the responses indicated in the initial surveys, literary magazines 
were created and implemented in both locations.  
 
Summary of Results 
While the research question regarding interest was answered, the other two were not 
substantially answered but were beneficial in signifying areas for future research in this realm. 
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Future research should not only use this method to collect data, but also others such as; focus 
groups, or journal keeping in which to determine how school community culture changed by 
implementing literary magazines. 
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CHAPTER ONE 
Introduction 
 
Not unlike other age groups, today’s students are affected by those around them, by the 
need and desire to fit in, and to belong. Many schools offer a large array of clubs, and after 
school activities which help to foster a sense of belonging to the students who are members of 
them. There was, however, a niche yet to be touched at the schools where this research project 
was conducted, that of creating and implementing a literary magazine in which those with a 
voice to be heard through writing, pictures, and imagination can be realized. While technological 
advances are beginning to alter the way in which everyone communicates and the speed at which 
these creative talents can be displayed, it still requires a great deal of dedication to initiate a 
literary magazine, especially in a place where none has previously existed.  
Some schools it seems are already well versed in the creation of these magazines as they 
compete with other schools to be recognized for their excellence in their student literary 
magazines. The extent to which literary magazines can encompass creativity seems to be all but 
endless, as some already well established, incorporate interviews of famous authors, faculty 
submissions, opinion pieces, editorials, letters to the editor, and works gathered from an entire 
district. But it was not always this way. Looking back to the history of the school literary 
magazine, it was but mere words upon its initial mention, a realm yet to be discovered, expanded 
on, and to become all that it is today. Literary magazines, which once endured a more set 
structure and certain writing style, and whose definition was simply “a bound pamphlet issued 
more or less regularly and containing a variety of reading matter” (Campbell, 1971), have 
evolved to capture and demonstrate the hearts of those whose works are poured onto the pages. 
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They have been refined to fit the needs of the schools and the students within, who develop, 
create, and distribute them, as is the case in the research presented here.  
Statement of the Problem 
While many schools foster a literary magazine outlet for their students there are still 
many who do not. This project investigated how creating a literary magazine for students can 
foster teamwork; provide students with a place to see their creative works in print while giving 
them a sense of audience and enhancing the school community culture. Often students’ writing is 
only seen and read by their teachers or, if they are lucky, by their parents as well. Students who 
are participants in other activities see their work displayed throughout the school. For example, 
students in art classes often have works displayed inside a glass case where the entire school 
body can easily view their efforts. Social studies classes display their projects in the hallways 
between classrooms, once again, creating a location for all to easily view their creations and hard 
work. Those who love to write at these schools do not have an outlet in which to publicly share 
their hard work and creativity.  By not having a readily available outlet for those students who 
are interested in sharing their work such as; short stories, poetry, artwork, and photography, 
students are losing out on, among other things, having an audience outside the classroom who 
admire their ability and share in their creative abilities.  
 
Purpose of the Study 
While some research studies have been conducted regarding school literary magazines 
there has been little focus on how school community culture has been affected by their 
implementation. Further examination is therefore required to determine if implementing a school 
literary magazine is perceived as having an impact on school community culture. This study 
investigated the creation of school literary magazines in two schools and how their creation 
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influenced school community culture and gave the students involved, status and recognition for 
their ability. By gaining a sense of audience, students learned to write for different purposes, and 
gained a better understanding of how to adapt their writing to the task at hand. Students also 
gained feedback from those who read or viewed their works, which is different than that of 
classroom teachers and parents in which they are accustomed.   
 
Hypotheses  
Research Questions  
Question 1: Do students attending Lodi High School and River Valley Middle School have an 
interest in participating in the creation of a literary magazine? 
Question 2:  Does implementing a literary magazine where there previously was not one help 
students express themselves? 
Question 3: What are the parent, faculty, and community perceptions of implementing a school 
literary magazine? 
 
Significance of the Study 
This study investigated how the creation and implementation of a school literary 
magazine enhanced school community culture. The creation of the literary magazines 
encouraged involvement of a broad student body, encompassing many types of writing styles 
such as: fiction, poetry, as well as incorporating artwork and photography so as to enhance the 
final product and to include broader participation.  Throughout creating the literacy magazine, 
students learned to write more proficiently. They accomplished this by becoming skilled at the 
appropriate usage of writing elements, as they edited their work and/or the work of others.  By 
participating in the creation of the magazine, which required students to be responsible and 
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accountable, students gained a sense of community as they discussed works and made decisions 
regarding layout and the formation of the literary magazine and as word spread  
Assumptions 
 The survey used in this study was developed by creating a rough draft and consulting 
with English teachers and a cooperating teacher. An assumption was therefore made regarding 
the survey distributed at the Lodi High School that the survey would thoroughly address all 
information necessary to obtain an adequate representation of those interested in submitting their 
work, participating in either a reading to the public, or helping with the creation of the literary 
magazine. In addition, it was assumed all questions in the original version (see appendix A) 
would work in both schools used in this study.  The first of these assumptions were false, 
because students revealed afterward, new areas which should be addressed in future surveys 
should further research be conducted. The second assumption, also proved false as the second 
survey, distributed at the middle school level, was reworded, somewhat to enhance the 
understanding of  middle school students, and an additional line to capture personal information 
was added.  
 
Delineations of the Study 
This research will be conducted primarily at the Lodi Area High School located in Lodi 
Wisconsin, and at the River Valley Middle School located in Spring Green Wisconsin. 
Information will be gathered through surveys, and the creation and distribution of a literary 
magazine at each location.  
Method of Approach  
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 Participants for the commencement of this eighteen week long project were 
approximately two hundred sixty students during the first nine week period in grades nine 
through twelve, at the Lodi School District, who attend the Lodi High School, located in Lodi 
Wisconsin. For the consecutive nine week period, there were approximately three hundred and 
forty students in grades six thought eight, in the River Valley School District who attend the 
River Valley Middle School located in Spring Green Wisconsin. An interest survey was 
distributed to these six hundred students to distinguish how many students were interested in 
submitting their work, or participating in a reading upon the completion of the magazine. Once 
adequate interest was procured, multiple forms of communication were used to initiate and 
maintain student awareness and illicit participation in various events associated with the creation 
of the literary magazine from start to publication. In addition, an exit survey was created in 
attempt to gain perspective from parents and student participants who staffed the literary 
magazine at the high school level, on what they felt went well, and what changes they suggest 
for future editions.  
 
Literary Staff Participants 
Participants were recruited, at the high school level, via posters placed throughout the 
school, by announcements in English classes, by word of mouth and, where available, and by 
putting an announcement in the school newspaper. Regular announcements were also made 
during homeroom time. There were only a handful of students (ten) who came forward and 
actively participated in the creation and publication of the literary magazine. Unfortunately, at 
the high school level, parents were not involved and only those students who participated either 
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in helping produce the magazine, or some of those who entered work, completed out an exit 
survey.  
At the middle school level, participants were initially recruited strictly by the conducting 
of the interest survey in which all students, who were present in all English classes grades six 
through eight, and completed.   There were no posters hung, but there were announcements made 
during seventh grade English classes and during homeroom time, to the entire school, notifying 
students where to find forms, the deadline for submissions, and who to contact with questions.  
At this level however, student involvement was minimal and only two students came forward to 
help with the creation of the magazine. Once again at this level, parents were not involved, and 
no exit surveys were collected due to time constraints regarding the completion of the literary 
magazine. 
 
Procedure 
To commence this experience, the cooperating teacher at both schools was approached to 
get a feel for ideas and contacts. At the high school level English teachers were spoken to about 
the project and to ensure there was not already a literary magazine in place. The principal was 
met with to get the okay to proceed with the project. Students were spoken to as a form of 
brainstorming to gain ideas. Inquiry as to how often students could meet without being a “club” 
was conducted.  
 An interest survey was created and distributed to as many students as possible with focus 
lying in the English classrooms, and the classrooms of the student teacher. A submission form 
was created, along with posters informing students about the components of the literary 
magazine’s compilation. These posters were used to recruit students to; submit artwork for a 
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literary magazine cover contest and title contest, inform students where and when to vote for 
their favorite title ideas and cover artwork, where to find submission forms, about parent 
involvement night, and where volunteers could sign up to help with the magazine, including days 
and times of meetings.  
 During such meetings, discussions initially included brainstorming ideas for posters, what 
contests to create and promote, prizes for these contests, where to display informational posters, 
how to edit submissions, and how and where to display the finished magazine.  
 At the middle school level, the principal there was also contacted to gain approval of the 
submission forms and to discuss where to have submissions sent. It was frowned upon having 
students send their work to an outside e-mail address and thus, submissions were sent to the 
student teacher in charge of the literary magazine utilizing an internal e-mail address. In addition, 
small changes in wording on the interest surveys as well as the submission forms were made to 
enhance understanding for middle school students as to what the criteria were for submitting 
their work.  
 
Instrumentation 
  There were a number of strategies for collecting data and providing information to the 
entire student body for this project such as: a survey/surveys, posters, contests, student and 
faculty opinions and input. For the survey questions please see Appendix A and B.  As 
previously mentioned posters at the high school level, were used for a variety of reasons, and 
provided the vast majority of communication in order to reach the whole student body. See 
Appendices D-K.  Input from others was taken into consideration during this project. English 
teachers were contacted as needed for help with this project. In addition, student participation 
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will be sought to help with compiling the literary magazine. They were, among other tasks, 
utilized in brainstorming sessions, and as proofreaders.  
Please note however, at the middle school level, there were no posters made as there was 
nowhere to hang them. However, somewhat regularly announcements were made during seventh 
grade English classes, and during homeroom time. Additionally, students encouraged each other 
to submit work.    
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CHAPTER TWO 
 
Review of Literature 
 Drawing upon the various avenues researchers have focused their attention, leads to 
explain how schools utilize literary magazines to enhance a breadth of student abilities. Among 
the findings related to literary magazines, their usage has been of particular interest for a few 
investigations including how literary magazines evolved, how they affect and contribute to 
faculty job satisfaction, and a multitude of literary magazines published by high schools, and the 
competitions and programs created to recognize them. What used to be the reason for compiling 
a magazine has greatly evolved into something much more refined, supportive and 
accommodating with regard to student participants and enhancement of community culture 
within the school environment and beyond. While it may be true as Sergiovani (1994) implies 
that the learning in a school which occurs in classroom interaction between a teacher and 
students is the most important, it can be argued that activities outside the classroom are also 
equally important in enhancing student learning. The classroom is not the only place which 
community and culture exits in a school. These things arise as Sergiovani explains by sharing 
ideologies, and beliefs which bind people together, and explain to them how actions taken can 
affect others around them and in the community. Ideologies not only shape beliefs of teachers, 
but also students. In these ways, the literary magazine has evolved from what it was when it 
began.   
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This review of literature considers several previous studies regarding literary magazine 
creation and implementation and is presented under the headings of: History of Literary 
Magazines, Technological Affects on Literary Magazines, Affects of Literary Magazines 
Regarding Faculty, Literary Magazine Excellence Recognition, and Additional Reasons for 
Literary Magazine Creation and Implementation. 
 
History of Literary Magazines 
 The term magazine was used over two hundred and fifty years ago. In a survey of high 
school presses conducted by Campbell (1971) it was noted the first time the word magazine was 
used, was in 1731. Interesting fact that it is, the word was merely mentioned in title and the 
definition given years ago as a “bound pamphlet issued more or less regularly and containing a 
variety of reading matter” (Campbell, 1971) has since evolved and been finely tuned. In 
England, public schools which were deemed great, all had well-established magazines some of 
which dated back as far as 1864. The survey continued from this explanation to list a multitude 
of magazines, locations, and their years of publication. 
The survey describes the purpose of a high school magazine listing stimulating 
creatively, providing enjoyment to its readers, and the development of teamwork as some of the 
main reasons behind high school magazines.  In addition, the high school magazine gives 
students an audience for which to write other than their teachers.  Having a high school 
magazine, stimulates students to write, coupled with the fact that magazines are in existence in 
many public schools furthers the idea that they “must contribute something to the education 
program” (Campbell, 1971).   
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 A fallacy in this survey emerged as it stated unless a magazine is published every week or 
two, very few will be interested in reading it. The survey involved many questions including 
what types of schools sponsored student magazines. The results included, of the one hundred and 
thirty-four schools involved in the study, eighty percent were co-educational, seventy- nine 
percent were public, and seventy-five percent or more of the students were white. Another 
misnomer emerged as well. According to Campbell (1971), if a school had less than one 
thousand students, then a magazine could be completed with little financial difficulty.  However, 
the survey later contradicted this statement by affirming that financing was a problem forty-
seven percent of the time. Another problem noted, was the discovery of the difficulty level of 
getting students to contribute to the magazine.  
 The results of the survey concluded the number of staff members in what they considered 
to be a typical one, had between eleven and twenty members, and the number of contributors 
(who were not staff members) varied widely from merely one to more than twenty –six, and of 
those contributors, girls contributed more heavily than boys. The survey points out it is not only 
the school magazine which is prevalent in schools, but in addition, there is often a school 
newspaper, and yearbook which tend to take away from the emphasis placed on a school 
magazine. Both of the aforementioned also appeal to more students than does a school magazine.  
 While it was reported that nine out of ten magazines have a budget of under $2000.00 
according to Campbell, (1971) it is still one of the most difficult problems facing literary 
magazine publication. This problem is exacerbated as twenty-two percent of the magazines 
produced in the schools surveyed do not charge for copies of their magazines. Of those who did 
charge for copies, seventy-eight percent of the schools got their revenue from students, sixty-
three percent received revenue from teachers, and forty-two percent of parents. 
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Technological Affects on Literary Magazines 
 More and more people are switching to online sources for information. An article by 
Leddy, (2010) states that similar to many other forms of print media, because of online viewing, 
there has been a decline in the money made involving them. He says that literary magazines 
which were once were a form of literature, fostered a forum for discussion, and a place for 
beginning writers to break in, have been declining in number of subscribers and are not as 
culturally relevant as they once were. He says that fewer and fewer people are reading literary 
magazines. As technology changes so is the forum to which magazines are developing. He says 
that magazines are appearing using technology to enhance readership, such as audio podcasting 
and blogs. Like everything else, if literary magazines do not adapt they will no longer be in 
existence, however it is noted that many are adapting and writers will always be looking for 
places to publish their work.  
 In a study conducted by Melbye and Tasssoni (2006) a slightly older population, that of 
undergraduate students, was used to determine how student life experiences such as jobs and 
family life, how quickly the change in student body, complicate production of student-run 
literary magazines. In conducting this study it was discovered that while some students seemed 
quite motivated others were quite the opposite, with their actual contributes difficult to discern. 
As a blanket statement, diversity of experiences within the student body enriches classrooms and 
is encouraged in an effort to promote those who traditionally have not had their voices heard.  
 In an effort for fairness, submissions were kept anonymous as staff discussed the layout 
and design of the issue. An issue of high turnover rate in the student population also affected the 
rate at which staff turned over, which made it difficult to maintain consistent membership, 
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causing it at times to become sparse. This created a serious challenge for the magazine to 
maintain diversity in its staff members and adequately represent the campus at large. There were 
other issues as well, regarding how to decide which submissions to include and the process to 
establish to make those decisions. Because of all these realized obstacles there was no standard 
form derived by which to review submissions discovered.  
 In a book written by Kinnick (1966) there is a great discussion about why literary 
magazines are important. Every student should be encouraged to write creatively no matter what 
age they are. As one would expect, when someone writes they do so with an audience in mind.  
To this end Kinnick says there is not really a question if school literary magazines are 
stimulating to students in junior high and high school. Students learn by doing and if they are 
able to see their works in print, this is not only stimulating for them, but they are also able to see 
their flaws. All in all it is a good way to gain recognition for their work.  
 Sometimes publications of student work are not greeted with enthusiasm by the 
community at large. In an article in the New York Times August 17, 1997 a parent volunteer 
thought of created, and published a school magazine which did not cost the district anything. She 
loved this idea so much she took a chance only to be scrutinized by those she set out to help. The 
writer of the article reportedly did not share the pride of the students who were published, nor the 
pride of the parent volunteer. The point of this article was to show dedication and vision of 
individuals who can make a difference.   
 
Affects of Literary Magazines Regarding Faculty 
Colleges also have compiled literary magazines and there has been some research 
conducted to see what effects they have. One such study concerned the impact and forms of 
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magazines at a community college in New Jersey. According to MacDougall (1997) this study’s 
purpose was two-fold. One was to see how previously established magazines at other institutions 
in New Jersey impacted the institutions themselves, and secondly the study focused on how the 
creation of magazines impacted the faculty members involved in its creation.  The study began in 
response to a previously conducted study in which it was revealed that more effort needed to be 
made to reward and recognize faculty who were involved with various school activities. 
Interestingly the study found since faculty are often viewed as working alone, their stress levels 
and rate of dissatisfaction in their jobs are seen as individual problems rather than problems 
involving the whole community in which they teach. The study revealed that the faculty would 
be much happier if they were socialized and perceived as a group. A possible solution was found 
during this study; that of implementing a literary magazine. For liberal arts faculty, these 
magazines “might foster a vital link to what made some of them enter this profession in the first 
place” (MacDougall, 1997).  As the production of the magazine here ensued, it became apparent 
there were problems. One of which was that contributors to the magazine were few in number, 
resulting in the editor turning to the same writers for additional works. All in all the study found 
that faculty felt a need to be connected to their discipline areas outside of the classroom, as well 
as within it. Creating a literary magazine was just one step to fulfilling this.  
 
Literary Magazine Excellence Recognition 
In an article by Gibbs (1987) it is discovered there is a list of student literary magazines 
which were recognized for their excellence. These magazines are judged in various categories 
such as; above average, excellent, and superior. This program to “Recognize Excellence in 
Student Literary Magazines” (Gibbs, 1987) does not offer critiques and is available for middle 
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school, junior high, and high schools for free, in the United States, Canada, and United States 
schools which are overseas. Those magazines entered must be written by students only. For 
example, no faculty articles are allowed.  
Additional Reasons for Literary Magazine Creation and Implementation 
While gaining recognition for hard work in a competitive forum for some schools is very 
important, for others there are other reasons to create a magazine. In a short article by Fernandez 
(2011) he states it is literary magazines that are in a sense a time capsule of what schools are like 
at the time they are created. He says that it is “exciting that the current students can do that much 
to shape it” (Fernandez, 2011).  One of the hopes of writing this particular magazine is that it 
will reach beyond the classroom and become “a part of a larger conversation which is that of the 
writing community in New York City” (Fernandez, 2011).  The magazine is described in part as 
off-beat and fun. An interesting twist to this magazine is its debut release will not only have 
student writing but will also incorporate poetry by poet Charles North. This helps students learn 
from a writer who is already well established.  
An article written by Schultz (2009) shows several ways to motivate learners. She says 
one great way to do this in language arts classes is to have them publish a literary and art 
magazine. She feels doing so will make students proud to see their work in print and can result in 
improvement in learning. She lists a formula of sorts in step by step basic ideas in which to 
initiate a school literary magazine. While it may be hard at first to get contributors, often once 
students see what their friends are doing, they also join in. It is best to start a magazine close to 
the end of the school year, and giving students writing prompts often helps. Often students will 
be anxious to see the end product. Of course students can compose ideas for the cover, but this 
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may lead to the difficult decision of how to choose whose to use.  In the end students may also 
wish to sign each other’s copy like they would a yearbook.  
Another short article by San Jose (1995) adds to this by stating a magazine can be very 
flexible meaning that it can be focused not only around a variety of themes, but created in such a 
way that all students can make contributions. Contradicting Shultz (2009), San Jose asserts 
starting a literary magazine at the start of the school year is best as it can grow over the school 
months. Because there is not a rush on time, this can foster a variety of writing, give time for 
details to be refined, and can bring students together throughout the year. Here is it also 
recognized that books and newspapers are more often choices for publications. There is also a 
list given for the seven elements of students to keep in mind when publishing a magazine. Some 
examples of these include; setting up a staff to edit student submissions, deciding what to include 
in the magazine, the design and layout including where artwork will be placed.  
The Conestoga High School Literary Magazine Staff Application for 2012-2013 shows 
how well thought out the process for being on a literary magazine staff can be. While many 
school literary magazines are run by anyone interested in participating, some schools actually 
have forms to be completed in order to be on the magazine staff. This form actually states that 
faculty will choose the student editor who will “direct students in the selection for format, theme, 
materials, and artwork” Conestoga High School Literary Magazine Staff Application. (2012-
2013). In addition, it states that students will be involved in other avenues of the literary 
magazine publication such as; layout, marketing, budgeting, and publicity.  Importantly students 
are expected to work as a team and to submit original works.  
An article from the Columbia Daily Tribune written by Heavin (2007) demonstrates an 
instance where a literary magazine was not only published for students to read and appreciate, 
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but the community outside the school was also drawn in and exposed to the student creativity. At  
Hickman High School, students created a literary magazine containing student artwork and 
writing, and discussed their works in a public forum where they sold copies for five dollars each. 
The magazine itself was ninety-seven pages but it was not just black and white, it was printed on 
glossy paper. This was not easy for the staff who created this magazine meeting after school, 
reading hundreds of entries, and choosing the best ones to include.  
In a website for a literary magazine named Polyphony H.S. (n.d.) their mission is to have 
all aspects of the magazine they stand behind, to be completed by high school students. The 
website describes how the magazine staff strives to maintain respect, and writer-editor 
relationships which build community. One of their beliefs is to “help young editors become 
proficient at providing thoughtful and informed attention to the work of their peers” Polyphony 
H.S. 
A literary magazine entitled The Eagle’s Nest included student works, faculty works, 
interviews, book reviews, fun pages, and nature news. Literary magazines can include many 
varieties of works dependant on the desires of those writing, editing, and publishing it. It has a 
preview of what will be in the next edition in which feedback is asked for and an e-mail address 
in which to submit it.  
An article by Wilding (2011) describes the literary magazine process as completed by 
her.  She describes the process beginning with creating a staff, determining a title, and 
submission process. Difficulties were discovered as writers were reluctant to submit, as a result 
she decided to outline some poetry types and teach students how to write using a variety of 
methods. Students in this class are introduced to poetry writing the very first day of class because 
many students seem to be scared of poetry. It is important for students to feel safe in their writing 
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so that no matter what they share with one another they will not be ridiculed. To that end once 
submissions have been collected a few periods of class time are spent sharing all the works, and 
then revising it to be included in the magazine. The conclusion of the article gives a list of 
classroom ideas for helping students with poetry.  
The document by Holbrook (1986) is just one of twenty profiles of a literary magazine 
which was written in an effort to help others improve their own literary magazines. It provides 
information about a particular magazine, and how it was created and operates. It includes topics 
such as format, choosing a staff, gaining submissions, how to fund a magazine, and how to deal 
with various problems, which have arisen along the way. One idea presented here, of particular 
interest, is students at this school who were part of the magazine staff, were taken on a field trip 
at the beginning of the school year in effort to get to know other members on the staff. For 
instance one year they visited a local zoo. At this school there are staff meetings to “develop 
criteria for evaluating work” (Holbrook, 1986). According to Holbrook, this school has no 
creative writing classes so the majority of magazine submissions come from other classes. Here, 
all grade levels submit about the same number of entries, however if one grade has fewer 
submissions then the staff and teachers talk to students to encourage them to write something and 
submit it. Once submissions are entered, the eighteen students who make up the magazine staff 
vote on each one to decide whether they should be included. This magazine is an example of 
how magazines which start out small, (this one with only 24 pages in 1972) can grow into 
something much larger (that of over 180 pages, a mere 14 years later, in 1986).  
Building a community in schools can help take education to a higher level of quality. 
According to Sergiovanni (1994) community is the foundation which “lifts both teachers and 
students to higher levels of self-understanding, commitment, and performance” and “[it] can help 
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teachers and students be transformed from a collection of “I’s” to a collective “we,”(Sergiovanni, 
1994). This book is one view on how getting teachers and principals to think about communities 
in schools and what it means to them in their own educational settings. Some of the focus in this 
text include; descriptions of how some schools are involved in community building, how the 
quality of relationships between all school personnel play a part in the community, how 
community needs to be purposeful, and how we as humans need community and seek it.  
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CHAPTER THREE 
Survey Methodology 
Participants 
Participants for this project included approximately six hundred students. Of these six 
hundred approximately three hundred and forty included all of J.P. Fassbender’s World 
Civilization classes, and all English class students, grades nine through twelve, at the Lodi 
School District, who attend the Lodi High School located in Lodi Wisconsin. The other 
approximately two hundred and sixty students, included grades six through eight, in the River 
Valley School District who attend the River Valley Middle School which is located in Spring 
Green Wisconsin. Participation in the surveys were strictly on a voluntary basis.  
Procedures and Instrumentation 
For the survey questions please see Appendix A and R. The survey took most students, at 
both schools, approximately ten minutes to complete. The surveys at the both schools were 
delivered after contact was made with English teachers and a survey retrieval time was arranged 
at that time. Surveys were collected and information interpreted. Upon collecting and reviewing 
the number interested at both schools, the conclusion was drawn that there was enough student 
interest to justify moving forward with the project. At that time, at the high school, posters, 
submission forms etc., were created, edited and distributed appropriately. Upon completion of 
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the literary magazine, another survey was conducted with students at the high school level, to 
gain their interpretation of areas of strength and weaknesses with relation to the project.  
 
 
 
CHAPTER FOUR 
Results and Analysis Of The Survey Data 
Results Of The Survey Data 
Lodi Area High School 
The interest survey results at this location: 
 Total Number of Participants Including All Grades: 340 
 
1. Do you have a passion for writing short stories, or poetry? Or maybe there is a wonderful 
creative paper you wrote for a class you would like to share with others? 
Yes   No  Maybe   Blank 
22  102  4   212 
 
2. Do you have an artistic side you would love to share with others? 
Yes   No  Maybe   Blank 
36  84  8   212 
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3. If you answered yes to either of the questions above (or both), would you be interested in 
submitting your work to be shared with the entire high school, and possibly the 
community in a school literary magazine? 
Yes   No  Maybe   Blank 
13  89  15   223 
 
 
 
4. Would you be willing to share your work by reading it out loud, or have it read by 
someone else, in front of the school, and /or the community and/or your parents? 
Yes   No  Maybe   Blank 
8  100  8   224 
 
5. Would you be willing to read another students’ work should they not wish to themselves? 
Yes   No  Maybe   Blank 
25  95  6   214 
 
6. Would you want to participate in helping with this project?  This would most likely be 
during “A” lunch/homeroom time 1-2 times a week depending on how much we can get 
done or need to do. 
Yes   No  Maybe   Blank 
10  97  9   224 
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*Note of all surveys collected 212 were handed back in completely blank as students chose not 
to participate. Those numbers were included in the blank columns above. 
  
  
 
 
 
 
River Valley Middle School 
The interest survey results at this location: 
 Total Number of Participants by grade level:  
 Grade Six     91 
 Grade Seven  99  
 Grade Eight  69 
Total   259 
1. Do you like to write short stories or poetry? Or maybe there is something you wrote for a 
class you would like to share with others? 
Yes  No  Maybe  Blank 
 Grade Six     23  66  1  1 
 Grade Seven  13  85  1  0 
 Grade Eight  5  64  0  0 
 Totals   41  215  2  1 
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2. Do you like to draw or take photos, and would you like to share them with others? 
Yes  No  Maybe  Blank 
 Grade Six     46  45  0  0 
 Grade Seven  52  46  1  0 
 Grade Eight  17  50  2  0 
 Totals   115  141  3  0 
 
3. If you answered yes to either of the questions above (or both), would you be interested in 
submitting your work to be shared with the entire middle school (and possibly the 
community) in a school literary magazine? 
Yes  No  Maybe  Blank 
 Grade Six     26  62  3  0 
 Grade Seven  38  60  0  1 
 Grade Eight  8  60  1  0 
 Totals   72  182  4  1 
 
4. Would you be willing to share your work by reading it out loud, or have it read by someone 
else, in front of the school, and /or the community and/or your parents? 
Yes  No  Maybe  Blank 
 Grade Six     20  69  1  1 
 Grade Seven  14  85  0  0   
 Grade Eight  4  65  0  0 
 Totals   38  219  1  1 
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5. Would you be willing to read another students’ work should they not wish to themselves? 
Yes  No  Maybe  Blank 
 Grade Six     32  58  1  0 
 Grade Seven  16  83  0  0  
 Grade Eight  9  60  0  0 
 Totals   57  201  1  0 
6. Would you want to participate in helping make a literary magazine?   
Yes  No  Maybe  Blank 
 Grade Six     25  61  1  4  
 Grade Seven  20  78  1  0 
 Grade Eight  10  57  2  0 
 Totals   55  196  4  4 
 
7. If you said yes to anything above, please write your name, grade, and homeroom teacher, so 
we can talk to you more about this! 
Number who filled this portion out 
 Grade Six     51  
 Grade Seven  67 
 Grade Eight  29 
 Total   147  
 
Analysis Of The Survey Data 
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 A total of five hundred and ninety-nine surveys were distributed. Of these two hundred 
and twelve high school students chose to leave them completely blank and not participate. This 
survey used quantitative methods for gathering data, and questions were close-ended to allow for 
easy tallies of answers. The data analysis will further elaborate on the study, the results section 
will simply supply the respondents’ responses to the questions, and the discussion which follows, 
will discuss the findings by relating them to the research questions of this study.  
 Question 1: Do students attending Lodi High School and River Valley Middle School have an 
interest in participating in the creation of a literary magazine?  
Lodi Area High School 
As the survey results indicate, although 62.35% of students at this location who were 
given surveys decided not to complete them, there were a number of students who showed 
interest in participating in various aspects of the literary magazines creation. The results did lead 
to development of a literary magazine in which the number, (ten) who responded showing 
interest, actually was the same number who were part of the literary magazine staff.  While many 
responded showing interest in reading other students’ work, and their own during a reading to the 
public, time did not permit this experience to occur. Thus no results were able to be drawn from 
this portion of the surveys.  Many students answered in the affirmative regarding wanting to 
share work they have completed with others (writing – twenty-two, and artwork – thirty-six) 
however; only thirteen students responded they would be interested in sharing it in the form of a 
literary magazine. Of those students who participated in the survey only eight (6.25%)  
responded they would be willing to read their work or have someone else read it in front of the 
school, community, or parents. However, twenty-five (19.53%) expressed willingness to read 
another student’s work in the same setting.   
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River Valley Middle School 
At this location the entire student body (except those students absent on the day it was 
conducted) took part in the interest survey.  Again, there were a number of students who showed 
interest in participating in various aspects of the literary magazines creation as well, which also 
lead to development of a literary magazine at this location. The number, (fifty-five) who 
responded showing interest, may have actually been included in the staff of the literary magazine 
here, but time did not permit student involvement to occur with this aspect of its development to 
its full potential. While many responded showing interest in reading other students’ work, and 
their own during a reading to the public, once again time did not permit this experience to occur. 
Thus no results were able to be drawn from this portion of the surveys.  Many students answered 
in the affirmative regarding wanting to share work they have completed with others (writing – 
forty one, and artwork – one hundred fifteen) and seventy two students responded they would be 
interested in sharing it in the form of a literary magazine. Of those students who participated in 
the survey thirty eight (14.67%) responded they would be willing to read their work or have 
someone else read it in front of the school, community, or parents. However, fifty seven 
(22.00%) expressed willingness to read another student’s work in the same setting.   
 From this data it can be concluded that there was more interest in the idea and creation of 
a literary magazine at the middle school level (grades six through eight) than that of students at 
the high school level, grades nine through twelve.   
 
Question 2:  Does implementing a literary magazine where there previously was not one help 
students express themselves? 
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Lodi Area High School 
 There were ten students who actively participated on the Literary Magazine Staff at this 
location. While some of these students did publish their work in the magazine, there were other 
students who also chose to submit their work as well. In total there were nineteen contributors 
who submitted twenty nine works which were included in the magazine at this location. This 
magazine is accessible at the following website: http://lhsflashmagazine.weebly.com/index.html. 
For those students who participated as well as those who submitted their works, implementing 
this magazine did help in allowing these students to express themselves in a way which was not 
previously available to them.  
 
River Valley Middle School 
At this location there was not time to create an actual staff for creating the magazine as 
gaining submissions was quite slow. In all there were only three students who actively 
participated on the Literary Magazine Staff at this location. All three of these students did 
publish their work in the magazine, and there were other students who also chose to submit their 
work as well. In total there were forty contributors who submitted twenty five works which were 
included in the magazine at this location. A copy of this magazine is located in Appendix W. For 
those students who participated as well as those who submitted their works, implementing this 
magazine did help in allowing these students to express themselves in a way which was not 
previously available to them here as well.  
 
Question 3: What are the parent, faculty, and community perceptions of implementing a school 
literary magazine? 
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Time did not permit gathering information at either location from which to draw any 
conclusion for this question. 
 
Comparison of the Constraint Effects 
 The biggest constraint by far was the time frame in which these two literary magazines 
were to be initiated and completed. There were only nine weeks in each location in which to gain 
permission for creating a literary magazine, conduct the interest survey, interpret results, and 
initiate the literary magazine. While other constraints were consistent to both locations such as; 
difficulty gaining submissions, informing the student body of due dates, and how to approach 
distribution of finished magazines, there were many which were unique to the location as well.  
 
Lodi Area High School 
While the number who responded wanting to help with the creation of the magazine on 
the surveys, was the same number who actually did participate; had time permitted, it would 
have been equally interesting if the other tallies from the survey questions matched up. There 
were many difficulties getting the student body to be informed and active participants in the 
contests created for cover and title of the magazine. While some help was gained by speaking to 
other teachers at this location, there was not much help on a weekly basis. There was one English 
teacher who tried to meet with the literary magazine staff, but was quite busy herself. She offered 
to continue the magazine upon the student teacher who initiated it leaving; however there is little 
evidence that this occurred.  
 
River Valley Middle School 
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Constraints at this location included gaining access to an e-mail address in which to have 
submissions sent separate from the normal teacher e-mail.  There were no places in which to 
display posters informing and reminding students of where to pick up and turn in submission 
forms, what the parameters of submitting were, or due dates for submissions. There was not an 
opportunity to establish student participation in editing submissions, or the design and compiling 
of the literary magazine itself. This was left up to the student teacher overseeing the project to 
complete virtually on her own, and putting the magazine together was not completed until the 
very last two days of the school year. Submissions were still accepted right up until such time 
that the magazine was being organized and printed which made layout difficult.  
 In addition, at this location there was very little help from other teachers or staff other 
than the initial surveys, which were given during English classes by English teachers at the 
school and some technical help from the business/ technology teacher. Thus the entire project 
was completed by the student teacher at this location.  
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CHAPTER FIVE 
Conclusion and Recommendations 
Conclusion 
This project set out to investigate how creating a literary magazine for students can foster 
teamwork; provide students with a place to see their creative works in print while giving them a 
sense of audience and enhancing the school community culture. Students, staff, and a student 
teacher were responsible for the selection of student work to be included, editing submissions, 
and the layout and design of the magazine. To this end, other skills students improved upon 
included: proofreading, editing, and computer skills. Having students come together to work on a 
project which involves the whole school, had a positive impact on the school community and 
culture. Those students who participated, gained a forum in which to collaborate and share their 
ideas, in the creation of a literary magazine, including their passions, for writing, poetry, artwork, 
and photography. They also had a place in which to share their passions with the school body as 
a whole. Students were excited to see their work in print and discussed with others submissions 
and encouraged each other to submit their work/s. Students knew who was passionate about 
writing and who was very talented. They encouraged those, who were nervous about sharing 
their talent, to submit their work. This changed the schools’ cultures, as more students 
encouraged and supported each other in a new arena, that of the school literary magazine.  
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Recommendations  
While the research question regarding interest was answered, the other two were not 
substantially answered but were beneficial in signifying areas for future research in this realm 
which elaborates and uses this method of research along with others such as focus groups, or 
journal keeping in which to determine how school community culture changed prior to 
implementation to after completed literary magazines were made available or distributed. 
Further studies in the realm of implementation of literary magazines in school where 
none exists are warranted as this study was conducted over such a short time frame. This study 
does however support the premise that there is interest present at both locations to warrant 
further editions of such a magazine. In future studies creating a club or forming an actual class 
may be beneficial in better facilitation of meetings, gathering submissions, creating awareness, 
and influencing students to become more involved.  
While this research set out to answer three research questions, question three remains 
unanswered. This question was; what are the parent, faculty, and community perceptions of 
implementing a school literary magazine? Time did not permit gathering information at either 
location from which to draw any conclusion for this question. While some research studies have 
been conducted regarding school literary magazines there has been little focus on how school 
community culture has been affected by their implementation. In addition further examination is 
therefore required to determine if implementing a school literary magazine is perceived as 
having an impact on school community culture and whether that impact is positive or negative.   
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APPENDICS 
APPENDIX A 
 
Do you have a passion for writing short stories, or poetry? Or maybe there is a wonderful creative paper 
you wrote for a class you would like to share with others? 
 
YES/ NO 
Do you have an artistic side you would love to share with others? 
 
YES/ NO 
If you answered yes to either of the questions above (or both), would you be interested in submitting 
your work to be shared with the entire high school and possibly the community in a school literary 
magazine. 
YES/ NO 
Two more important questions… 
If you said yes  and your written work is chosen to be a part of this magazine, would you be willing to… 
8. share your work by reading it out loud, or have it read by someone else, in front of the school, and 
/or the community and/or your parents? 
YES/ NO 
9. read another students’ work should they not wish to themselves? 
YES/ NO 
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 For more details: please pick up a  
submission form from the Library! 
  
  APPENDIX D 
 
 
 
 
We need creative ideas for the  
COVER OF OUR MAGAZINE. 
The deadline is for entries is: Tuesday February 21st, 2012. 
Please limit your artwork to 8.5 X 11 inches (regular paper size).  
Please submit your original artwork to the library.  
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 The deadline is for entries is:  Tuesday February 21st, 2012. 
Please send ideas to: lodi.magazine@yahoo.com  
The winner will receive recognition in the publication, 
the school newspaper, and a small prize. 
Thanks for your help!  
 
 
APPENDIX F 
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Come to the Library Thursday the 23rd of February or 
Friday the 24th of February and cast your vote for the: 
 Artwork you would prefer to see become the cover of 
the high school literary magazine 
AND‐‐‐‐ 
 A new catchy title! 
 
 
 
 
APPENDIX G 
 
Student Portion – Please answer these questions to the best of your ability. 
 
1. Was the submission process easy to understand?    Yes /  No 
 
Why or why not? 
 
2. Compare how you felt before contributing to this project to now. Do you feel participating in 
this project provided an avenue in which to express yourself? Why or why not? 
 
3. In the future what would be some recommendations for improvement?  
 
4. What did you think worked well? 
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5. If you participated in the reading (either by reading your own work or that of another student) 
would you participate again in the future?   Yes / No 
 
 
 
Parent Portion – Please answer these questions to the best of your ability. 
 
1. Did you enjoy the reading?  Yes / No 
 
2. Would you come again to one in the future?  Yes /No 
 
3. In the future what would be some recommendations for improvement? 
 
 
4. What worked well? 
 
APPENDIX H 
 
For the newspaper 
Literary Magazine Coming Soon! 
 
What is this you ask? Well a group of individuals are working together to produce a literary magazine 
created from the following student submission categories; short stories, poetry, artwork, and 
photography. If you are interested in submitting work for any of the categories mentioned, please pick 
up a submission form from the library. The deadline for magazine submissions is Thursday March 8, 
2012. 
 
 
Additionally, we are holding a contest in search of a title for the magazine, as well as artwork for the 
cover. Submissions for title ideas and artwork will be accepted at either the library, or you can e‐mail 
them to lodi.magazine@yahoo.com.  Voting for your favorite submission will be held in the library on 
Thursday and Friday March 23, and 24, 2012. 
 
Finally,  if you are interesting in helping with the magazine, there will be a sign – up sheet in the library. 
We hope to be meeting every Tuesday and Thursday during lunch and/or homeroom time. Location to 
43 
 
 
be determined.  If you have any questions please see Ms. Peetz (For those who do not know she is Mr. 
Fassbender’s student teacher.)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APPENDIX I 
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    March   6,8  13,15  20,22  27,29 
As of right now, we will be in the Pod by Mr. Fassbender’s room during A and B 
lunches/homeroom times. 
 
Name here            E‐mail here 
__________________________________  __________________________________ 
__________________________________   __________________________________ 
__________________________________  __________________________________ 
__________________________________   __________________________________ 
__________________________________  __________________________________ 
__________________________________   __________________________________ 
__________________________________  __________________________________ 
__________________________________   __________________________________ 
__________________________________  __________________________________ 
__________________________________   __________________________________ 
__________________________________  __________________________________ 
__________________________________   __________________________________ 
__________________________________  __________________________________ 
__________________________________   __________________________________ 
__________________________________  __________________________________ 
APPENDIX L 
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Student Portion – Please answer these questions to the best of your ability. 
 
1. Was the submission process easy to understand?    Yes /  No 
 
Why or why not? 
 
How could this be improved in the future? 
 
 
2. Compare how you felt before contributing to this project to now. Do you feel participating in this 
project provided an avenue in which to express yourself? Why or why not? 
 
3. In the future what would be some recommendations for improvement?  
 
 
 
4. What did you think worked well? 
 
 
5. If you participated in the creation of the Magazine (Weebly site)… 
 
a.  what worked well for you? 
 
 
b. What did not work so well? 
 
 
c. Recommendations for improvement? 
 
Thank you for your time once again in participating in this survey! 
APPENDIX M 
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Literary  Magazine 
Cover ARTWORK 
 
Drop off  here! 
 
Literary  Magazine 
Title Ideas 
 
Drop off  here! 
  
 
APPENDIX N 
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Your name_____________________ 
 
Your Title Idea__________________ 
 
Thanks!!! 
 
Your name_____________________ 
 
Your Title Idea__________________ 
 
Thanks!!! 
Your name_____________________ 
 
Your Title Idea__________________ 
 
Thanks!!! 
 
APPENDIX O 
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Your name_____________________ 
 
I vote for Cover Number : _________ 
 
Your name______________________ 
 
I vote for Cover Number : __________ 
 
Your name______________________ 
 
I vote for Cover Number : __________ 
 
Your name______________________ 
 
I vote for Cover Number : __________ 
 
Your name______________________ 
 
I vote for Cover Number : _________ 
 
 
APPENDIX P 
  
APPENDIX Q 
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Timeline for Magazine  
Meeting dates 
Feb  
7,9  14,16  21,23  28, 1st 
March 
6,8  13,15  20,22  27,29 
Due Dates: 
Title/Cover   21st of February 
Voting on Feb 23, 24 in Library 
Submissions   8th of March 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Original Timeline  
Meetings on T/Th 
Feb 7/9 
 Voting posters for cover/title 
 Create sign up sheet for readers and 
helpers 
 Deadline for submissions is next wed 
 Talk to library to host voting 
 
Feb 16/17th 
VOTING on cover and title to take place 
 
Feb 14/16 
 Writing and artwork wanted 
 And where to get submission forms 
 And where to return them  
 Submission sheets with hard copy 
 All submissions due by march 6? 8? 13? 
 
Feb 21/23 
 Read any entries 
 Scan in drawings 
 Decide on what template to use for cover 
 Design cover 
 
Feb 28 / March 1 and 6 
 Create pages insert what we have so far 
Feb 20,22,27,29 
 Rest of these days work on completing the 
magazine to be ready to distribute on the 
27th or 29th 
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APPEMNSIX R 
 
Sample of the Announcements Made (placed on TV monitors during home room) –  
 
2/8/12  (this announcement ran the 8th – 10th) 
STUDNETS 
We are currently accepting submissions for : short stories, poetry, artwork, and photography. If 
interested or for more information, submission forms are available in the library. Deadline for 
submissions is March 8th. 
 
In addition, we are holding a contest for the title and cover (artwork). Ideas will be accepted at the 
library starting on Thursday this week. Deadlines for these ideas is Tuesday February 21st. 
 
Finally, we are looking for those interested in helping out with the magazine publication. For those 
interested there is a sign‐up sheet in the library. We will tentatively be meeting on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays (as needed) during A and B lunch/home room times.  2/8 
 
For more information please contact Ms. Peetz (Mr. Fassbender’s student teacher). 2/8 
 
2/20/12 
STUDNETS 
Reminder: Contest for title ideas and cover artwork for the Lodi Literary Magazine ends tomorrow. 
Submit your ideas/artwork to the library by the end of the tomorrow and win a prize if your submission 
is chosen! 2/20 
 
2/21/12 
STUDNETS 
Reminder: Contest for title ideas and cover artwork for the Lodi Literary Magazine ends today. Submit 
your ideas and artwork to the library by the end of the day. Win a prize if your submission is chosen! 
2/21 
 
2/29/12  
STUDNETS 
Please vote on your favorite title for the school literary magazine during homeroom TODAY. Thanks 2/29 
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APPENDIX S 
Sample Meeting Minutes‐ 
2‐9‐12  
 Attendance –  
o Hang posters –  
 Talk to custodians about bathroom stalls and principal (good to go) 
o Show what was put in the school newspaper/announcements 
 Student wrote up the following:  
If anyone has any ideas for cover artwork or a title idea for the school’s literary 
magazine, submissions are due by Tuesday, February 21st in the library. Prizes will be 
awarded to the chosen submissions. (Please limit artwork to 8x10 size sheet of 
paper).  
o Discuss prizes for cover/title ideas (decided to have them pick type of candy and let Ms. 
Peetz know) 
o Look at other literary magazine examples from UW Baraboo 
o Talked about price  
 Student only vs. community 
 Bake sale fundraiser ideas 
o Taking submission forms from library and hanging some in the bathrooms 
2‐21‐12  
 Attendance – Katlyn R., Alyssa H., Lizzie Q., Connor D., Emma R., Sophie G., John H. 
o Take down old signs 
o Got o the library – now or during fourth block 
o Check the yahoo e‐mail for submissions 
o Only two entries for title and none submitted for cover 
 *Difficulties noted‐ library closed a lot and kids in A lunch do it all B lunch kids left out 
 
2‐23‐12   NO MEETING THIS DAY 
3‐8‐12 
 Attendance – Katlyn R., Alyssa H., Lizzie Q., Connor D., Danielle S.  
3‐15‐12  
 Attendance – Katlyn R., Alyssa H., Danielle S.  
3‐20‐12  
 Attendance – Katlyn R., Alyssa H., Danielle S.  
iii 
 
 
APPENDIX T 
Hello, 
This is Tricia Peetz‐Ballweg, the student teacher working with Tina 
Benish‐Holmes. I am creating a literary magazine for the school. Here 
are the submission forms. If you have questions let me know.  
Please mention them to your classes and offer them to the kids…. There 
will be extras in our classroom (right inside the door) should students 
need them. 
Please reiterate:  
1. No more than FIVE submissions per student. There are four 
categories – short stories, poems, photography, and drawings …. 
FIVE total not FIVE for each category. 
 
2. ALL submissions (unless picture or drawing is submitted 
electronically to the e‐mail) MUST have a copy submitted WITH 
the submission form. Make sense?? 
 
3. Those who choose to write short stories or poems, must have 
their work PROOFREAD.  
 
4. DO NOT FORGET YOUR NAME on your work. 
 
ALL SUBMISSIONS ARE DUE: 
 BY THE END OF THE SCHOOL DAY ON 
 MAY 11TH 2012! 
 
Thanks for your help!  
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APPENDIX U 
 
Do you like to write short stories or poetry? Or maybe there is a something you wrote for a class you 
would like to share with others? 
 
YES/ NO 
Do you like to draw or take photos and would you like to share them with others? 
 
YES/ NO 
If you answered yes to either of the questions above (or both), would you be interested in submitting 
your work to be shared with the entire middle school (and possibly the community) in a school literary 
magazine? 
YES/ NO 
Two more important questions… 
If you said yes and your written work is chosen to be a part of this magazine, would you be willing to… 
10. share your work by reading it out loud, or have it read by someone else, in front of the school, and 
/or the community and/or your parents? 
YES/ NO 
11. read another students’ work should they not wish to themselves? 
 
YES/ NO 
Would you want to participate in helping make a literary magazine?   
 
YES/ NO 
If you said yes to anything above, please write your name, grade, and homeroom teacher, so we can 
talk to you more about this! 
 
Name_____________________________________Grade_______HR Teacher_____________________ 
 
 
Thanks for your time! 
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